




At Roberts Primary School, we value reading as an essential 

life skill that empowers children to achieve their full potential.

To help your child to achieve their full 

potential, we would like your support in 

encouraging and engaging in their 

reading. 

We have high 
expectations of 
our children as 
readers and our 

aims are:

• to teach every child 
to become a fluent 

and confident reader 

• to give children the 
reading skills 

necessary to enable 
their learning in all 

subjects 

• that each child 
grows to enjoy 

reading, in order that 
they become lifelong 

readers 















Reading for Pleasure in 
school

• Not only do we want the children to learn how to 
read, but we also want the children to ENJOY 
reading.

• Reading corners are vibrant and stimulating. 
Encouraging children to borrow a book for home 
reading, organised by the class librarians.

• Class Readers have been introduced across all 
years, so that the teacher can read to their class. 
These have been carefully selected so that a 
different author is read each term.

• New books have been purchased and have been 
and will be arriving throughout the academic year.



Reading Requires Two Skills

Phonics and Word Recognition

The ability to blend letter sounds 
(phonemes) together to read 
words.

The ability to recognise words 
presented in and out of context.

Understanding

The ability to understand 

the meaning of the words 

and sentences in a text.

The ability to understand 

the ideas, information and 

themes in a text.

•Being able to read does not mean you understand what 

you read.

•Your child might sound like a good reader but may not 

necessarily understand what the text means.











How to help when they are struggling? 

Encourage them to use the 5 strategies for when they are 

stuck on new or difficult words: 
1) Ask your child to pronounce each sound and then see if they can blend the 

sounds together? 

2) Use the story or sentence to help them discover what word might make 

sense in the plot. 

3) Help them to memorize irregular words like - where, hour, sign as words like 

this are hard to sound out. 

4) Remind them of words with similar word patterns or root words to help. For 

example, if they know the word ‘day’ then they should be able to define new 

words like ‘yesterday, daily’ 

5)Look at the illustrations, pictures, titles to figure out the meaning.



If you are worried? 

Don’t push them to read for hours as this will just effect their 

confidence and could make them hate reading! 

Give them encouragement and support! 

Go to your local library! There are plenty of different books there. 

Find something that they are interested in and encourage them to read 

books about that topic.



ONE FINAL 
THOUGHT

Reading widely and 
often increases pupils’ 
vocabulary because they 
encounter words they 
would rarely hear or use 
in everyday speech. 
Reading also feeds 
pupils’ imagination and 
opens a treasure-house 
of wonder and joy for 
curious young minds.




